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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image pickup 
device whose holdability during use is compatible with 
portability and housability during a time when this image 
pickup device is not used. 

SOLUTION: When a liquid crystal display part 2 is 
housed in the housing part of a device main body 1 f this 
image pickup device is shaped without any projection. 
When the liquid crystal display part 2 is rotated, and 
pulled out of the housing part, and brought to a normal 
photographic position or a face to face photographic 
position, the housing part is shaped like a recessed part 
1 2. In this case, the recessed part 1 2 functions as a 
finger putting part when the device is grasped at the 
time of photographing. 
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First Office Action 

I .0 Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (1 ) of the Chinese Patent Law, the examiner 
made an examination as to substance of the captioned patent application for 
invention upon the request for substantive examination filed by the applicant 

on 



□ Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (2) of the Chinese Patent Law. the Chinese 
Patent Office has decided to conduct on its own initiative an examination as to 
substance of the captioned patent application for invention. 



at the __JP_ 



_JP_ 



JR. 



2.0 The applicant requests taking the filing date. Sep. 95. 9009 

Patent Office, the filing date, Sep. 94. 90Q 9 a t the 

Patent Office, the filing date, Per. 4. 9009 a t the 

Patent Office, the filing date, Dec. 4. 900? , a t the jp 

Patent Office as the priority date of the present application. 

0 a copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 
initial country of filing has been submitted by the applicant. 

□ A copy of the first filed patent application certified by the receiving organ of the 
initial country of filing has not been submitted by the applicant. Pursuant to the 
provision of Article 30 of the Chinese Patent Law, no priority right shall be deemed to 
have been claimed. 

3.D The applicant filed amended application document(s) on 

. __and 

filed on _ 



□ Examination has confirmed that 

cannot be accepted, 

accepted, 



filed on 



cannot be 



as the above amendment(s) □ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Article 33 of 
the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations 



2201 
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of the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ For the specific reason that the amendment(s) cannot be accepted, see the text of 
the Office Action. 



s/ 



4.0 The examination is conducted in the light of the original application document(s) 
□ The examination is conducted in the light of the following application document (s); 
in the original application documents submitted on the filing date: 

Claim(s) page(s) of the description, Figure(s) 

of the drawjng(s); Claim(s) page(s) of the description. 

Figure(s) submitted on ; Claim (s) page (s) 



of the description, Figure(s) 



□ Abstract of the description submitted on 



submitted on 



5. □ The present Office Action has been prepared without a search having been 
conducted. 

0 The present Office Action has been prepared with a search having been 
conducted. 

0 The following reference document(s) is/are cited in this Office Action (its/their serial 
number(s) will, continue to be used throughout the examination procedure): 



No. 


Number or Title of Document 


Date of Publication 

(or filing date of interfering 

application) 


1 


JP2001 26861 3A 


(Date) Sep. 28, 2001 


2 


JP2000165719A 


(Date) Jun. 16, 2000 


3 




(Date) 


4 






5 
6 







6. The concluding comments of the examiner are: 

□ On the description: 

□ The content of the application comes within the scope where no patent right is 
granted as provided in Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of Article 26(3) of the Patent 
Law. 

0 On the claims: 

□ C'aim comes within the scope where no patent right is granted as provided in Article 
25 of the Patent Low. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the definition of invention in Rule 2( 1 ) of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

^Law ^ ~ d ° eS n ° + P ° SS€SS novelf y as Provided in Article 22(2) of the Patent 

E Claim 1 12.4,7, )1 n M i* does not possess inventiveness as provided in 

Article 22(3) of the Patent Law. 

a Claim does not possess practical applicability as provided in Article 22(4) of 
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the Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provision of Article 26(4) of the Patent 

Law. 

EI Claim 1,17,26 is not in conformity with the provision of Article 31 ( 1 ) of the 

Potent Law. 

0 Claim 4JL6. , _ is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 20 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim _ is not in conformity with the provision of Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim is not in conformity of the provision of Rule 12(1 ) of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

For specific analyses of the above concluding comments, see the text of this Office 
Action. 

7. In view of the above concluding comments, the examiner holds that: 

□ The applicant should amend the application document in accordance with the 

requirements raised in the text of this Office Action. The amended document(s) should 
be submitted in duplicate and should conform to the provisions of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law and Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 
0 The applicant should expound in his Observations the reasons why the captioned 
patent application is patentable and amend the places not conforming to 
regulations as pointed out in the text of the Office Action, otherwise it would be 
impossible for the patent right to be granted. 

□ The captioned patent application contains no substantive content for which the 

patent right may be granted, thus if the applicant has not advanced his reasons or 
has not done so adequately, the application will be rejected. 

8. The applicant should pay attention to the following matters: 

( 1 ) In accordance with the provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant 
should submit his/its Observations within four months from the date of receipt of 
this Office Action; if, without any justified reason, the time limit for making 
response is not met, the application will be deemed to have been withdrawn 

(2) The amendments made by the applicant to his application should conform to 
the provision of Article 33 of the Patent Law, the amended text should be in 
duplicate and the format should conform to the relevant provisions of the 
Guidelines for examination. 

(3) The applicant' s Observations or amended text should be mailed or presented 
to the Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office. Document no mailed or 
presented to the Acceptance Section have no legal force. 
Without making an appointment, the applicant and/or agent may not come to 
the Chinese Patent Office to hold an interview with the examiner. 



(4) 



9. This Office Action consists of the text portion totalling 4 page(s) and of the 

following onnex(es): 



□ 



page(s). 



duplicate copies of the reference document(s) cited totalling 
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Your Ref: T-133/CN 
OurRef: CPME0342712 

Text of the First Office Action 

The present application relates to an electronic appliance, and more particularly to 
an electronic appliance having two casing coupled together by a coupling. Upon 
examination, the Examiner's comments are hereby made as follows: 

1. Claim 1 is non-inventive. 

Claim 1 claims an electronic appliance. However, reference document 1 
(JP2001268613A) has also disclosed a portable intelligence terminal correspondingly. 
Said intelligence terminal also comprises: (1) a lower half portion having an input portion 
(equivalent to the first casing in claim 1); (2) an upper half portion having a display 
screen (equivalent to the second casing in claim 1); (3) the first and second rotation axes 
couple together the upper and lower half portions (the rotation axes therein are just the 
coupling); (4) the upper half portion rotates about the first rotation axis and is unfolded 
relative to the lower half portion with the screen display portion pointing in a direction of 
the input portion, which is defined as the first state; and the upper half portion rotates 
about the second rotation axis and is folded over the lower half portion with a face of the 
upper half portion opposite to the display screen facing the face of the lower half portion 
on which the input portion is provided, which is defined as the second state; and (5) a 
detection portion for detecting whether the intelligence terminal is in the first state or the 
second state (see lines 18-50, column 3, page 3 and line 1, column 4, page 3 to line 48, 
column 6, page 4 of the description and Figs. 1-5 of reference document 1). Thus, it can 
be seen that the technical solution claim 1 seeks to protect is different from that disclosed 
in reference document 1 in that the electronic appliance claimed in claim 1 comprises a 
controller portion that controls screen display on the screen display portion, and said 
controller portion rotates the screen display by 90° between the first and second states; 
while the lower half portion of the portable intelligence terminal disclosed in reference 
document 1 has a controller portion that controls the screen display, and said controller 
potion rotates the screen display by 180° when the first and second states are 



i 
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interchanged. However, it is obvious to those ordinarily skilled in the art that an 
electronic appliance having a display screen has a controller portion. Besides, it makes no 
substantive difference no matter whether the controller is located on the screen display 
portion or in other positions because the controller performs the same function, namely 
controlling the display of the screen. In addition, it is easy to occur to those ordinarily 
skilled in the art to rotate the screen display by 90° when the two states are interchanged 
on the basis of the technical solution, the controller portion rotates the screen display by 
180° when the two states are interchanged, disclosed in reference document 1, and it can 
be implemented without any inventive efforts. Therefore, the technical solution claim 1 
seeks to protect does not have any prominent substantive features, nor represents a 
notable progress and is non-inventive under Article 22.3 of the Patent Law. 

2. Claim 2 is non-inventive. 

Claim 2 further defines claim 1. However, reference document 1 has already 
disclosed that the upper and lower half portions of said portable intelligence terminal are 
coupled together by the first and second rotation axes. Besides, the first rotation axis 
(equivalent to the folding shaft in claim 2) couples together one side of the upper half 
portion and one side of the lower half portion so as to permit the upper half portion to be 
unfolded relative to the lower half portion; and the second rotation axis is perpendicular 
to the first rotation axis so as to permit the upper half portion to rotate about the second 
rotation axis (see lines 18-50, column 3, page 3 and line 1, column 4, page 3 to line 48, 
column 6, page 4 of the description and Figs.1-5 of the description of reference document 
1). Therefore, the technical solution claim 2 seeks to protect, compared with reference 
document 1, does not have any prominent substantive features, nor represents a notable 
progress and is non-inventive under Article 22.3 of the Patent Law. 

3. Claim 4 is non-inventive. 

Claim 4 further defines claim 1. However, in the technical solution disclosed in 
reference document 1, the upper half portion and rotation axis are also located wiihin the 
area occupied by the lower half portion (see Fig.5 of reference document 1) when said 
portable intelligence terminal is in the second state. Therefore, the technical solution 
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claim 4 seeks to protect does not have any prominent substantive features., nor represents 
a notable progress and is non-inventive under Article 22.3 of the Patent Law. Besides, the 
claims may not, except where absolutely necessary, use such references to the description 
or drawings as: "as described in the part... of the description", or "as illustrated in 
Figure... of the drawings". The statement, "as seen in a plan view in the second state", 
contained in claim 4 is one of the aforesaid circumstances. Therefore, said claim is also 
contrary to the provision of Rule 20.3 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent 
Law, 

4. Claim 7 is non-inventive. 

Claim 7 further defines claim 1, namely the electronic appliance further comprises a 
rotation inhibition input portion that inhibits the screen display from being rotated by 90°. 
On the basis of the technical solution disclosed in reference document 1, it does not need 
any inventive efforts and is easy for those ordinarily skilled in the art to conceive of 
keeping the display unchanged (inhibiting the screen display from being rotated 
simultaneously) by exterior input signals when the screen of said portable intelligence 
terminal rotates. Therefore, when the technical solution claim 1 seeks to protect is non- 
inventive, the technical solution of claim 7, compared with the prior art, does not have 
any prominent substantive features, nor represents a notable progress and is non- 
inventive under Article 22.3 of the Patent Law. 

5. Claim 11 is non-inventive. 

Claim 11 further defines claim 1, namely the detector of the electronic appliance 
detects the second state. However, reference document 1 has already disclosed that the 
portable intelligence terminal is provided thereon with a detection device for detecting 
whether said intelligence terminal is in the first state or the second state (see lines 18-41, 
column 3, page 3 of the description of reference document 1). Therefore, said claim does 
not have any prominent substantive features, nor represents a notable progress and is non- 
inventive under Article 22.3 of the Patent Law. 

6. Claim 13 is non-inventive. 
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Claim 13 further defines claim 1, namely at least one of the detectors is provided at 
where the first and second casings are coupled together. However, reference document 2 
(JP 2000165719A) has disclosed a guide rod switch (a detection device) on a hinge unit 
between a camera and a LCD display screen, and a projection on the LCD display 
corresponding to the guide rod switch, wherein said two parts match with one another to 
detect the state of said camera (see lines 36-49, column 2, page 2 of the description and 
Figs. 1-5 of reference document 2). It is easy for those ordinarily skilled in the art to 
obtain the technical solution claimed in claim 13 on the basis of the technical solution 
disclosed in reference document 1 in combination with reference document 2. Therefore, 
said claim does not have any prominent substantive features, nor represents a notable 
progress and is non-inventive under Article 22,3 of the Patent Law, 

7. Claim 14 is non-inventive. 

Claim 14 further defines claim 1, namely at least one of the detectors is realized with 
a hole device. Reference document 2 has already disclosed the guide rod switch (a 
detection device) on the hinge unit and the projection on the LCD display corresponding 
to the guide rod switch. When the LCD display is folded back to the body with the 
projection thereon pressing against the guide rod switch, one state of the camera can be 
detected; and when the projection of the LCD display release the pressing against the 
guide rod switch, another state of the camera can be detected (see lines 36-49, column 2, 
page 2 of the description and Figs. 1-5 of reference document 2). Therefore, it is easy for 
those ordinarily skilled in the art to conceive that the detector can be realized with a 
respective hole on the basis of the technical solution disclosed in reference document 1 in 
combination with reference document 2. The reason is that the detectors of claim 14 and 
reference document 2 virtually detect the state of the appliance by utilizing the fact that 
the rotatable casing is in different positions relative to another casing when in different 
states, thereby causing the devices located in the respective positions on difference 
casings to bring forth different states. Therefore, the technical solution said claim seeks to 
protect does not have any prominent substantive features, nor represents a notable 
progress and is non-inventive under Article 22.3 of the Patent Law. 
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8. Claim 16 is non-inventive. 

Claim 1.6 further defines claim 11 and claims a method of using an electronic 
appliance. However, reference document 1 has already disclosed the usage mode of 
changing the original first state (the screen display portion points in the direction of the 
input portion) into another state after rotating the upper half portion of the portable 
terminal about the second rotation axis by 180°. That is, the face of the second casing 
opposite to the screen display portion points in the direction of the input portion (the 
screen display portion points toward the third party). Therefore, said claim does not have 
any prominent substantive features, nor represents a notable progress and is non- 
inventive under Article 22.3 of the Patent Law. 

9. When claim I is not tenable for lack of inventiveness, independent claim 17 and 
claim 1, independent claim 26 and claim 1 do not have the same or corresponding special 
technical features, nor comply with the provision on unity of Article 31.1 of the Patent 
Law. Besides, with regard to the invention not to be claimed in the present application, 
the applicant may file divisional application before the present case is concluded. 

10. There appear the references, "as seen in a plan view 3 ' and "as seen in a plan view 
in the second state", respectively in claims 5 and 6. The claims may not, except where 
absolutely necessary, use such references as; "as described in the part... of the 
description", or "as illustrated in Figure.,, of the drawings". Therefore, claims 5 and 6 are 
contrary to the provision of Rule 20.3 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent 
Law. 

in summary, the applicant should, within the time limit for response prescribed 
herein, make a reply to each matter raised herein and make amendments to the patent 
application documents when necessary. Otherwise, it is hard for the present application to 
be granted the patent right. The amendments to the application documents should comply 
with the provisions of Article 33 of the Patent Law and may not go beyond the scope of 
disclosure contained in the initial description and claims. 

Examiner: Wen Rui Examination Code: A423 
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